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LIVE REVIEW: Oregon Ballet Theatre Emerald Retrospective 
11:32 AM October 11th, 2009 by Heather Wisner 
Culture / Dance |  Email This Post |

Twenty years after its birth – and four months after its near-death experience
and recent internal shake up–Oregon Ballet Theatre has kicked off its ’09-
10 season with the Emerald Retrospective program. The Keller Auditorium
was mostly full on opening night, as it was in June, when OBT brought in the
local and national dance cavalry for its United We Dance benefit, which
attracted enough attention and cash to stave off financial collapse.

This retrospective serves as a kind of family album, beginning with a film
montage tracing OBT’s history through photos, press clippings and
performance snippets. The program’s first half is devoted to Emeralds, one
third of George Balanchine’s 1967 plotless ballet Jewels. Emeralds is a dance
party set in a ballroom whose castle has gone missing — it has none of the
shape-shifting sorcery of story ballets, just lyrical movement patterns and a
stately mood set by costume designer Karinska’s lush green tutus and
sparkling gems. OBT handles this mostly genteel affair well, particularly Yuka
Iino, who stretches out certain counts just long enough to keep things
interesting.
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Emeralds is an obvious tie-in for an ‘emerald’ anniversary, but it’s also a
signifier of the company’s stylistic shift since artistic director Christopher
Stowell took over from OBT founding fathers James Canfield and Dennis
Spaight. Stowell has steered clear of Canfield’s flash in favor of classic
and neoclassic work, making some intriguing choices along the way.

Second-half highlights include A Certain Depth of Heart, Also Love, an
emotionally charged duet by modern choreographer Bebe Miller, framed by
blood-red fabric and a light dusting of snow or feathers. With Speak, to the
Bloodhound Gang’s “Shut Up,” choreographer Trey McIntyre and performers
Anne Mueller and Lucas Threefoot nicely sidestep the pitfalls of pairing ballet
with hip-hop in a duet that’s energized and fresh, not stiff or cutesy. An
excerpt from Julia Adam’s Il Nodo, with its Pierrot-like costumes, black
backdrop and yellow and black balloons, feels timeless. And James Kudelka’s
Almost Mozart shows off the taut musculature of contemporary ballet.

The program shows where OBT has been, with works by the late Spaight,
and where it may go, with a well-drilled ensemble piece by OBT students,
plus an excerpt from Stowell’s visually pleasing  A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
There have been big changes in OBT’s administration lately, which may alter
the company’s financial direction (at the moment, two pianists for one piece
are the only live music). But Stowell’s ability to choose and create solid work
bodes well for the future.

OBT’s 20th Anniversary Retrospective show takes place at the Keller
Auditorium, 222 SW Clay St., 248-4335. 2 pm Sunday Oct. 11. 7:30 pm
Friday, Oct. 16. 2 pm and 7:30 pm Saturday, Oct. 17. Call 222-5538 or visit
obt.org for tickets.

Photos courtesy of OBT.

Share and Enjoy:

1. Oregon Ballet Theatre: Executive Director Jon Ulsh is out. Oregon Ba
2. Live Review: Oregon Ballet Theatre’s Lambarena In a time
3. Oregon Ballet Theatre: $750,000 or bust. Oregon Bal
4. Live Review: Oregon Ballet Theatre’s Left Unsaid. Chairs a
5. Oregon Ballet Theatre’s Red Letter Days. Update 4 Advertise here

Sponsored Links:
WW Personals

Musician's Market
Snowboard Jackets

Legal Tips
Camping Gear

http://wweek.com/events/latest/outdoors/#35.49
http://wweek.com/matchmaker/
http://wweek.selectalternatives.com/gyrobase/personals/ISawYou#35.49
http://wweek.com/getlove/#35.49
http://wweek.com/getlucky/#35.49
http://wweek.com/promotions/
http://wweek.com/promotions/#35.49
http://wweek.com/promotions/#35.49
http://wweek.com/promotions/#35.49
http://www.musicfestnw.com/#35.49
http://www.candidatesgonewild.com/#35.49
http://wweek.com/giveguide/#35.49
http://wweek.com/store/#35.49
http://wweek.com/classifieds/
http://portland.wweek.com/employment/classifieds/Results?section=55838
http://portland.wweek.com/realestate/classifieds/Results?section=55844
http://portland.wweek.com/rentals/classifieds/Results?section=55842
http://portland.wweek.com/services/classifieds/Results?section=55839
http://portland.wweek.com/services/classifieds/Results?section=58781
http://portland.wweek.com/community/classifieds/Results?section=55841
http://portland.wweek.com/buyselltrade/classifieds/Results?section=55843
http://portland.wweek.com/musician/classifieds/Results?section=55840
http://wweek.com/getapaper/
http://wweek.com/store#35.49
http://wweek.com/store#35.49
http://wweek.com/store#35.49
http://banners.wweek.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=628__zoneid=45__cb=6c329af31a__maxdest=https://www.canvasdreams.net/affiliate/idevaffiliate.php?id=120&url=2
http://www.flickr.com/photos/31222852@N00/4002002002/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/2009/10/09/oregon-ballet-theatre-executive-director-jon-ulsh-is-out/
http://blogs.wweek.com/places/keller-auditorium/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/feed/
http://twitter.com/home?status=LIVE%20REVIEW%3A%20Oregon%20Ballet%20Theatre%20Emerald%20Retrospective%20-%20http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.wweek.com%2Fnews%2F2009%2F10%2F11%2Flive-review-oregon-ballet-theatre-emerald-retrospective%2F
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.wweek.com%2Fnews%2F2009%2F10%2F11%2Flive-review-oregon-ballet-theatre-emerald-retrospective%2F&title=LIVE%20REVIEW%3A%20Oregon%20Ballet%20Theatre%20Emerald%20Retrospective
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.wweek.com%2Fnews%2F2009%2F10%2F11%2Flive-review-oregon-ballet-theatre-emerald-retrospective%2F&title=LIVE%20REVIEW%3A%20Oregon%20Ballet%20Theatre%20Emerald%20Retrospective&bodytext=%0D%0A%0D%0ATwenty%20years%20after%20its%20birth%20%E2%80%93%20and%20four%20months%20after%20its%20near-death%20experience%20and%20recent%20internal%20shake%20up--Oregon%20Ballet%20Theatre%20has%20kicked%20off%20its%20%E2%80%9909-10%20season%20with%20the%20Emerald%20Retrospective%20program.%20The%20Keller%20Auditorium%20was%20mostly%20full%20
http://delicious.com/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.wweek.com%2Fnews%2F2009%2F10%2F11%2Flive-review-oregon-ballet-theatre-emerald-retrospective%2F&title=LIVE%20REVIEW%3A%20Oregon%20Ballet%20Theatre%20Emerald%20Retrospective&notes=%0D%0A%0D%0ATwenty%20years%20after%20its%20birth%20%E2%80%93%20and%20four%20months%20after%20its%20near-death%20experience%20and%20recent%20internal%20shake%20up--Oregon%20Ballet%20Theatre%20has%20kicked%20off%20its%20%E2%80%9909-10%20season%20with%20the%20Emerald%20Retrospective%20program.%20The%20Keller%20Auditorium%20was%20mostly%20full%20
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.wweek.com%2Fnews%2F2009%2F10%2F11%2Flive-review-oregon-ballet-theatre-emerald-retrospective%2F&t=LIVE%20REVIEW%3A%20Oregon%20Ballet%20Theatre%20Emerald%20Retrospective
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/2009/10/09/oregon-ballet-theatre-executive-director-jon-ulsh-is-out/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/2009/02/22/live-review-oregon-ballet-theatres-lambarena/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/2009/05/28/oregon-ballet-theatre-750000-or-bust/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/2009/04/20/live-review-oregon-ballet-theatres-left-unsaid/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/2009/09/23/oregon-ballet-theatres-red-letter-days/
http://web.blogads.com/advertise_here?id=c3930cdafce899b0f3d21c07b222cde3
http://banners.wweek.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=862__zoneid=4__cb=9427cf04b0__maxdest=http://www.warrenmiller.com
http://banners.wweek.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=873__zoneid=4__cb=994df33e59__maxdest=http://reservations.ihotelier.com/crs/p_prod.cfm?HotelID=6833&ProdID=250030&killcookie=1&LanguageID=1&__utma=1.1270594957861446000.1249075862.1254423741.1254430622.33&__utmb=1.4.10.1254430622&__utmc=1&__utmx=-&__utmz=1.1250800890.9.3.utmcsr=oregon150.org%7Cutmccn=(referral)%7Cutmcmd=referral%7Cutmcct=/&__utmv=-&__utmk=104640512
http://wweek.com/matchmaker/
http://portland.wweek.com/musician/classsifieds/Results?section=55840
http://www.rippingstyle.com/
http://www.mycitycontent.com/Legal_Portland_OR-t261_Portland+OR.html
http://nextadventure.net/


10/15/09 1:03 AMLIVE REVIEW: Oregon Ballet Theatre Emerald Retrospective | Willamette Week | Thursday, October 15th, 2009

Page 3 of 3http://blogs.wweek.com/news/2009/10/11/live-review-oregon-ballet-theatre-emerald-retrospective/

 RSS+XML feeds
Get personalized
headlines delivered
to your inbox...

Advertise With Us
Contact Us
About Us
Subscribe
WW Store

Privacy Policy
Bug Report

 

lrj
im lookin for a sweet
funny guy who knows
how to treat a lady
im...

Copyright 2009 Willamette Week Newspaper & WWEEK.COM   •   Web site hosted locally and powered by wind energy (Canvas Dreams)

Tags: Oregon Ballet Theatre

This entry was posted on Sunday, October 11th, 2009 at 11:32 am and is filed
under Culture, Dance. You can follow any responses to this entry through the RSS
2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site.

advertisement

advertisement

Leave a Reply

 Name (required)

 Mail (will not be published) (required)

 Website

Submit Comment

Entries (RSS) and Comments (RSS).

http://wweek.com/feeds/
http://wweek.com/feeds/
http://advertise.wweek.com/
http://wweek.com/contact/
http://wweek.com/about/
http://wweek.com/getapaper/
http://wweek.com/store/
javascript:openPrivacy('http://wweek.com/popup/privacy.htm');
http://wweek.com/bugreport/?page=
http://banners.wweek.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=362__zoneid=43__cb=e691d666c2__maxdest=http://wweek.com/promotions/
http://wweek.selectalternatives.com/gyrobase/Personals/Profile?person=oid%3A1052156
http://wweek.selectalternatives.com/gyrobase/Personals/Profile?person=oid%3A1052156
http://banners.wweek.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=363__zoneid=44__cb=11e7b0b4f7__maxdest=http://wweek.com/store
http://wweek.com/
http://www.canvasdreams.com/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/tag/oregon-ballet-theatre/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/category/culture/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/category/lunchbox/neighborhoods/dance/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/2009/10/11/live-review-oregon-ballet-theatre-emerald-retrospective/feed/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/2009/10/11/live-review-oregon-ballet-theatre-emerald-retrospective/#respond
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/2009/10/11/live-review-oregon-ballet-theatre-emerald-retrospective/trackback/
http://banners.wweek.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=878__zoneid=5__cb=6752ddade4__maxdest=http://www.broadwayacrossamerica.com/portland
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/feed/
http://blogs.wweek.com/news/comments/feed/

